Pain management: new initiatives arise to provide quality care.
During the past decade, many advances have been made in the diagnosis, treatment, and management of pain. However, undertreatment of pain among all population groups is still a nationwide problem. Changes, though, are occurring this year, with many hospitals, health systems, and health plans placing pain management on the top of their patient agendas--due in part to the introduction of new pain management standards by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. This issue looks at how health care providers are working together across the country to make those changes--and meet JCAHO standards--while fulfilling the needs of their patient populations through innovative pain assessment and management strategies.